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The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
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HONG KONG, A BIRD PARADISE
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It doesn't take much effort to spot a bird in Hong Kong. Birds are right outside your window, wandering the streets and flying in the wild.
Tiny as Hong Kong is, more than 570 bird species have been recorded here. Two Important Bird Areas (IBA) have been identified in
Hong Kong by BirdLife International: "Inner Deep Bay and Shenzhen River catchment area" and "Tai Po Kau, Shing Mun and Tai Mo Shan
area". This dynamic city is home to Eurasian Tree Sparrow and many other wild birds, and you may even run into endangered species like
Yellow-breasted Buntings and Black-faced Spoonbills which favour farmlands and wetlands respectively.

How rich is Hong Kong in terms of bird species? China, being a vast country, has more than 1,400 bird species. Given Hong Kong's
relatively small size, our rich biodiversity is truly a precious gift from nature.

Birds find Hong Kong appealing because it lies on the East Asian - Australasian Flyway and is endowed with highly diversified habitats.
The Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay area was designated as a Wetland of International Importance under the Ramsar Convention in
1995, which provides stopover and wintering habitats for tens of thousands of migratory birds annually.

Sadly, our bird paradise is under threat from development and human activities. Wetlands, farmlands and marine habitats are
prone to disruptions. Roosting and foraging sites used by birds are under threat. There has never been a more urgent need to protect
our environment than now.
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OUR MISSION AND VISION
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Founded in 1957, The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS) started as an "ornithological society" and has now become an
environmental organization devoted to promote appreciation and conservation of wild birds through research, habitat management,
environmental monitoring, policy advocacy and education. Our ultimate goal is to protect our bird paradise where people and birds can
live in harmony and nature continues to thrive.
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HKBWS was founded of a public character
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Ecological data of bird species provides an important reference for formulating conservation
policy and habitat management. We have been collecting bird records since HKBWS was
founded, and systematic monitoring and research programme were then developed over the
past decades. International Black-faced Spoonbill Census, Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Waterbird
Monitoring Programme, Bird Atlas and bird ringing are just a few examples.
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Nature Conservation Management for Long Valley and Ho Sheung Heung
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In 2005, HKBWS and The Conservancy Association began an agricultural wetland conservation

management programme in Long Valley and Ho Sheung Heung. In collaboration with local
farmers and other stakeholders, wetland management measures were implemented to

enhance Long Valley's ecological value and provide a bird-friendly environment for wetland
dependent and open country species.

Long Valley was resumed by the government for development of the Nature Park in 2019.
We, together with The Conservancy Association, keep on monitoring construction work
progress and its ecological impact, as well as continuing our habitat management work in
Ho Sheung Heung to promote eco-friendly agriculture and eco-education.
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Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme
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The Hong Kong Fishpond Conservation Scheme was first implemented in 2012 in
Northwest New Territories to promote habitat and biodiversity. Management fee
is granted to fishpond operators to drain and dry their fishponds after harvest.
Waterbirds can then forage on the muddy pond bottom. The scheme covers around
600 ha of fishponds and involves more than 130 fishpond operators. We also host a
wide range of wetland education activities, e.g. Fishpond Education Kiosk, Fishpond

Festival, tours and volunteer schemes to advocate preservation of wetland and fishing
heritage.
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Between Mountain and Sea-Nature Conservation Management for Shui
Hau
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In December 2021, we rolled out a new project on Lantau Island. Comprehensive baseline
survey will be conducted in cooperation with local villagers to establish a biodiversity
database in Shui Hau, thereby conserving and maintaining its freshwater wetland.
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ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING
AND POLICY ADVOCACY
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As a green group which advocates long-term conservation of birds and their habitats, we
consistently monitor and assess the environmental impacts of various development and land
use plans. We also make submissions to government authorities and project proponents in
response to local conservation policies and development projects. Reports on Hong Kong
biodiversity and conservation are published regularly to provide guidance on bird and nature
conservation.
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It is our belief that engagement with nature and wild birds helps build conservation
awareness. We offer public talks and outdoor activities for the general public to experience
the beauty of birds.

Nature lovers of all ages can contribute to scientific research by becoming citizen scientists.
Ever since we first launched the Hong Kong Sparrow Census in 2016, we have been recruiting
volunteer surveyors to study the distribution of Eurasian Tree Sparrow in Hong Kong.
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With donations from members and supporters, HKBWS set up the “"China Conservation Fund”
in 1999 and it was expanded to "HKBWS Asia Conservation Fund” in 2019 to facilitate regional

conservation of various threatened species, including critically endangered Chinese Crested
Tern, Yellow-breasted Bunting and Spoon-billed Sandpiper.

HKBWS was one of the organizations which initiated the China Coastal Waterbird Census
in 2005. Under the sponsorship of Swire Trust in recent years, we continue to support this
important monthly monitoring programme, and a migratory bird satellite tracking project has
also been launched. Both projects aim to provide scientific basis for regional conservation
actions.
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Becoming a Volunteer Becoming a Member

It is your generous support that makes our research and Join our individual or corporate membership to
conservation work possible. Please refer to our social enjoy priority enrollment to our activities. Let’s
media platforms and website for details. enjoy bird watching together!
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Crossed cheque made payable to BEO%E : 012-878-1-076-439-9 Online credit card
“The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society” Direct deposit into our Bank of China, donation

et Hong Kong account
o EHIREER - RIS - 162485569 Account No.: 012-878-1-076-439-9
FPS ID: 162485569
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Please complete the donation form and send it together with crossed cheque or payment
reference to 7C, V Ga Building, 532 Castle Peak Road, Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong.

483 CONTACT US

BERNEZNABILESI2REREKRETIECE
7C, V Ga Building, 532 Castle Peak Road,
Lai Chi Kok, Kowloon, Hong Kong

T: 2377 4387 F: 2314 3687
E: info@hkbws.org.hk W: www.hkbws.org.hk




